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Report of the Acts of the Union Project Group  
 

 

 

APPU member countries held a session on Tuesday afternoon to review and discuss the 

outcomes of the work of the UPU’s Acts of the Union Project Group. The session was chaired 

by Australia.  

 

The session took note of the technical mandate given to the AUPG by the Doha Congress to 

review and revise the UPU Acts and in particular that this technical mandate was focused on 

identifying and addressing inconsistences and anomalies in the rules and simplifying the rules 

with minimum substantive changes to the rights and obligations of UPU member countries.  

 

The session was informed that the work of the AUPG over the last four years in respect of the 

UPU Convention had resulted in two key outcomes presented and endorsed by the UPU 

Council of Administration at its meeting in October 2015. The first was the draft recast of the 

UPU Convention which is to be considered and approved by Congress as Annex 1 to Istanbul 

Congress Document 15. It was noted that it is this draft recast of the UPU Convention that 

should be used by member countries as the reference text in preparing Convention proposals 

for the Istanbul Congress. The second outcome were a set of proposals to amend the UPU 

Convention to iron out identified inconsistencies, anomalies and to achieve a general cleaning 

up. It was noted that these proposals had been endorsed by the Council of Administration and 

will now appear as formal Congress proposals for approval at Congress.  

 

In respect of the UPU Regulations, the session was informed of the draft recast of the 

Regulations that the AUPG had also produced and which had been endorsed by the CA for 

approval by Congress. It was noted that the draft recast of the Regulations had been 

extensively reviewed and worked on by the AUPG and had been the subject of a wide process 

of consultation and comment by all UPU member countries. Again, the session was informed 

that the draft recast of the Regulations should be used by member countries in preparing 

country proposals for changes to the Regulations to be considered in the first POC or Postal 

Business Commission meeting after the 2016 Istanbul Congress.  

 

Finally the session also took note of the proposals developed by the AUPG and endorsed by 

the CA for consideration of Congress to make the UPU Convention permanent. Member 

countries were informed that the proposals if adopted by Congress would make the UPU 

Convention a permanent instrument with any future amendments effected through an 

Additional Protocol process such as is currently in place for the UPU Constitution and its 

General Regulations.  
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